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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country, in public use, or on sale 
in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claim 1 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by 
Prokopp et al. 

Prokopp discloses a carrier (fig. 1) for holding an electric component having a one 
or more electrical connection pins (32), comprising a frame (37) for holding the 
component, a pin guide (19), and a flexible portion (39) connecting the pin guide 
to the frame (fig. 2), wherein: a) the pin guide has one or more channels (33) there 
through for receiving said electrical connection pins (fig. 2), the or each channel 
extending along a connection axis (dashed lines fig. 2); b) the frame has a base (31, 
34) for mounting the carrier to a surface that extends transverse to the connection 
axis (figures 1 & 3); and c) the flexible portion is adapted to flex to allow the pin 
guide to move parallel to the connection axis (figures 2 &6 at two headed arrow) 
when the pin guide is pressed in a direction along the connection axis. 
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3. Claims 2 and 6 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated 
by Prokopp et al. 

Prokopp discloses an electronic assembly (fig. 1), comprising a carrier (37) and an 
electronic module, the electronic module having one or more connection pins (32, 
42), and being mounted to the carrier (fig. 2) the carrier having a frame (37), a base 
(34, 31), and a pin guide (19) attached to the frame by flexible members (39), 
wherein; a) one or more channels (33) defined through the pin guide perpendicular 
to a lower surface thereof and along a connection axis (figures 2 or 5 vertical axis), 
the one or more channels having an entrance and an exit (fig. 2 at dashed lines) and 
said electrical connection pins, being received therein; b) the base defining a plane 
for mounting the carrier to a surface that extends transverse to the connection axis 
(figures 3, 6 or 10); and c) the flexible members holding the pin guide in a neutral 
position (e.g. fig. 2), allow the pin guide to move parallel to the connection axis 
(figures 2 & 5 double headed arrows) when the pin guide is pressed in a direction 
along the connection axis independently of the electrical connection pins. 
Regarding claim 6 Prokopp discloses that the channel exits have a clearance fit 
with the pin to align the pin in orthogonal transverse directions to the connection 
axis when said pin protrudes from the exit (figures 2 & 4). 



Application/Control Number: 10/087,276 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2839 

4. Claim 10 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by 
Desso et al. 

Desso discloses a circuit board assembly (title), comprising an electronic assembly 
and a circuit board (4), the electronic assembly being mounted to the circuit board 
(fig. 4), and the electronic assembly comprising a carrier (fig. 1) and an electronic 
component having one or more connection pins (8), the electronic component 
being assembled to the carrier and the carrier comprising a frame (50) for holding 
the component, a pin guide (34), and a flexible portion (44) connecting the pin 
guide to the frame (fig. 1), wherein: a) the pin guide has one or more channels (54) 
therethrough that receive said electrical connection pins (fig. 2), the or each 
channel extending along a connection axis (fig. 3 at arrow pointing down); b) the 
frame has a base (52) for mounting the carrier to a surface that extends transverse 
to the connection axis (fig. 2 at 52); c) the flexible portion is adapted to flex to 
allow the pin guide to move parallel to the connection axis when the pin guide is 
pressed in a direction along the connection axis (figures 2 & 3); and d) the or each 
connection pin is electronically connected to a matching connection on the circuit 
board (figures 1 & 4). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 3-5, 8-9 and, 1 1-14 objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

6. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable 
subject matter: In combination, the channel with an exit from which the pin 
protrudes. In combination, the socket mounted on the circuit board and having pin 
receptacles in which the shape of the pin guide matches the socket to aid alignment 
of each pin in its corresponding pin receptacle. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments filed 1/3 1/05 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

In response to applicant's argument about claim 1 that Prokopp does not 
disclose a carrier holding an electric component, a recitation of the intended use 
(especially in the preamble) of the claimed invention must result in a structural 
difference between the claimed invention and the prior art in order to patentably 
distinguish the claimed invention from the prior art. If the prior art structure is 
capable of performing the intended use, then it meets the claim. In a claim drawn 
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to a process of making, the intended use must result in a manipulative difference as 
compared to the prior art. See In re Casey, 370 F.2d 576, 152 USPQ 235 (CCPA 
1967) mdln re Otto, 312 F.2d 937, 939, 136 USPQ 458, 459 (CCPA 1963). 
Nonetheless, Prokopp does show a carrier attached or holding an electronic 
component (e.g. 31). 

With regard to claim 1 , the examiner has interpreted the "biasing force" of 
the spring of Prokopp as connecting components. Prokopp in fact indicates that 
the spring is mounted (col. 10 lines 63+). All the figures also show a connection. 
It is not reading the claim language too broadly to interpret the spring of Prokopp 
as forming a connection. In Prokopp for example figure 2, (19) is very reasonably 
interpreted, as a guide for pins and (37) is also clearly a frame. Components 19 
and 37 are connected by a mounted spring. 

Also, with regard to the rejection of claim 1 Prokopp shows that his pin 
guide 19 has guides 33 for pins 32; see figures 2 & 4. Prokopp also shows that the 
base 37 is transverse (right/left on page) to the connection axis (vertical on page). 

In response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain 
features of applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant 
relies (i.e., module mounted to the carrier and, the pin guide attached to the frame) 
are not recited in the rejected claim(s). Although the claims are interpreted in light 
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of the specification, limitations from the specification are not read into the claims. 
See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 

Regarding the rejection of claim 10 with Desso et al, figure 2 (for 
example) very clearly shows a connection between a pin guide and a frame via 
among other things a spring 44. 

Conclusion 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Michael C. Zarroli whose telephone number is 
571-272-2101. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30 to 3:30 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, T.C Patel can be reached on (571) 272-2800 ext 39. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-2 1 7-9 1 97 (toll-free). 




Michael C. Zarroli 
Primary Examiner 
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